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PROF. BHARAT GUPT

Prof. Bharat Gupt, former Associate Professor, University of Delhi, Ratna Sadasya, Sangeet
Natak Academy, Executive Trustee, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, and Vice-Chairman,
National School of Drama, is a well-known figure in the field of arts. He is a classicist, theatre theorist,
sitar and surbahar player, musicologist, cultural analyst, and newspaper columnist. His writings have
altered the perception of ancient Greek drama as 'Western theatre', showing its utter closeness with
techniques of ancient Indian theatre. He is known as an international authority on the Natyashastra. His
book on a comparison of ancient Greek and Indian theatre is found in all the libraries of the world and is
used widely as a teaching text.

2. Born on 28" November, 1946, Prof. Gupt has expounded extensively on many classical Indian
Sanskrit texts including the Dharma Shastras,Arthashastra and Kamasutra. He is an ardent advocate of
the need to include texts of Dharma and Arts in modem curriculum. He is one of the very few persons in
India who is formally trained in both, Western and traditional Indian systems. Apart from his degrees
from premier institutions of India and North America, he has studied the classical texts from famous
gurus in the traditional method. Not only a theorist and an academic, he is an accomplished sitar and
surbahar player, formally trained in sitar by Pt. Uma Shankar Mishra, and in shastras by Swami
Kripalvananda, Acharya Brihaspati and Prof Satya Bhushan Yogi.

3. For more than fifty years, Prof. Gupt has lectured and taught at Universities in India, North
America, Europe, and Greece on Indian music, culture, and dharma and theater theory. He was awarded
the famous Onassis Fellowship to research on ancient Greek theatre and served as jury for the
International Onasis Award for Drama. Working for life-long on Indology and Faith Dialogue, he is a
master of comparative studies in the area of theatre, religion, culture and music as well as religious
studies. As an Indologist he has delivered innumerable lectures in India and North America to counter
the views of some anti- Hindu Indologists and has published many articles against them.

4. Prof. Gupt has participated in dozens of inter-faith dialogues which were held in serious
academic locations in Greece, Europe and America. His most famous encounter was to represent
Hinduism in the Hindu Jewish Dialogue conducted by Swami Dayanand Saraswati with Rabbi Daniyal
Sperber of Israel. As an Exponent of Classical Indian Texts, Prof Gupt has developed a special expertise in
providing vyaakhyaa or analysis of classical Indian texts in Sanskrit to the modem audience. He
expounds in the traditional kaarikaa baddha riiti, that is reading the original text in Sanskrit and after
translating it into Hindi or English or both, he provides the analysis of the whole text in the style of
ancient vyaakhyaakaaras.

S. Prof. Gupt has tirelessly promoted an understanding of Indian Knowledge traditions by
mentoring a wide variety of young scholars, public speakers, social influencers and Youtubers. His major
published books include: Dramatic Concepts Greek and Indian (1994, 1996, 2006, 2012 & 2016),
Natyashastra, Chapter 28: Ancient Scales of Indian Music (1996), Twelve Greek Poems into Hindi (2001),
India: A Cultural Decline or Revival? (2008). He is a proficient user of Hindi, English, Sanskrit and Greek
languages for his scholarly studies and writings and is an internationally renowned speaker in Hindi and
English. His 360 video lectures of 500 hours can be seen on www.youtube.com//Bharatgupt10 and

http:/ /www.bharatgupt.com.
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